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Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 
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ANKITKUMAR PATEL pursuant to s.219 
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BEFORE THE QUEENSTOWN LAKES DISTRICT LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Mr E. W. Unwin 
Members:   Ms M. W. Rose 
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HEARING at QUEENSTOWN on 14
th 

December 2015 

APPEARANCES 

Ms J Mitchell - Queenstown Lakes District Licensing Inspector - to assist 
Sergeant L K Stevens - N Z Police - in opposition 
Applicant in person 

DECISION OF THE COMMITTEE 

[1] This is an application by Ankitkumar Patel for a Manager's Certificate. We remind
ourselves that the criteria which we are required to consider are set out in Section.222 of
the Act. The relevant criteria in this case are a) the applicant's suitability to be a manager
and b) the convictions recorded against him. It could also be argued that a third criteria is
Mr Patel's recent experience in controlling licensed premises.

[2] The application was filed with the agency on the 29
th 

September 2015. The applicant
was (not unnaturally), opposed by the Police for a variety of reasons relating to the
applicants suitability and a conviction recorded against him.

[3] The evidence shows that Mr Patel has been involved in three incidents since he has
been in New Zealand, all of which are alcohol related. The first incident occurred on the
28

th 
May 2011 when Mr Patel was convicted in the Waitakere District Court for driving with

an excessive breath alcohol level of 751 milligrams of alcohol per 100 millilitres of breath.
Mr Patel was duly fined and disqualified. At the time he was working for a supermarket in
Auckland. He subsequently shifted to Queenstown to work for the same supermarket
brand, and he has been working for that supermarket since 2012.

[4] He was encouraged by his employer to apply for a Manager's Certificate so that he
could become the Duty Manager of the supermarket, and carry the responsibility for the
operation of the off licence.

[5] However, Mr Patel was arrested on the 21
st 

September 2013 at about 1.00am. The
facts show on that occasion he had been drinking at a bar but due to his intoxication was
told to leave. He had to be physically escorted from the bar because he refused to leave.
Although his friends tried to pull him away, he punched the bouncer on his head. He had








