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INTERNAL BOUNDARY

SETBACK EXEMPTIONS FOR
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS

What does the exemption to Site Standard 7.5.5.2(iv) -
Setback from Internal Boundaries state:
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Council’s interpretation of the statement “where the total length of the walls of
accessory buildings within the setback does not exceed 7.5m in length” is that
an accessory building (or buildings) can be located within the internal setback
provided that the length of the wall(s) within and parallel to that particular
setback, does not exceed 7.5m. If the building is located within two setbacks
(i.e. the corner of the site), the wall within each setback can be up to 7.5m in
length. The use of the words “total length” applies if there is more than one
accessory building located within a particular setback i.e. you can’t have a
number of buildings each 7.5m in length within the same setback.

In terms of how to measure the 7.5m that is permitted within the setback, it is
Council’s interpretation that only the length of wall(s) parallel to the boundary
subject of the internal setback is measured (shown as the 7.5 in the diagram
below). i.e. do not count side walls in the setback perpendicular to the
boundary. If there are multiple accessory buildings in the setback, ensure that
the aggregate length of all the accessory building walls facing the boundary in
any setback is calculated and is less than 7.5m.
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INTERPRETATION
OF NO OPENINGS
ALONG ANY
WALLS IN THE
SETBACK

In terms of the statement “no windows or openings, other than for carports, along
any walls within 2m of an internal boundary” it is Councils interpretation that the
windows or openings not permitted by the exemption are only windows or openings
facing a property that adjoins the internal boundary where the setback is being
breached. An window or garage door, for example, perpendicular to the boundary
and within the internal setback is permitted provided the other criteria are met.

This interpretation is considered valid because in Council’s opinion the rule is
intended to avoid undue overlooking from openings within the setback facing (as
opposed to perpendicular to) the adjoining potentially affected property.

Disclaimer: The information available in this practice note is for the purpose of providing general information on how the Council may interpret provisions of the Queenstown
Lakes District Plan and is provided for the convenience of the public only. Queenstown Lakes District Council accepts no liability for use or misuse of this information.

Details that may be relevant to a user’s particular circumstances may have been omitted. Users are advised to seek independent professional advice before applying any
information contained on this site to their own particular circumstances. The Queenstown Lakes District Council shall not be held liable for any claim for any loss or damage
as a result of reliance on the information contained in this practice note whether or not due to negligence on the part of the Queenstown Lakes District Council or its

employees or contractors.
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