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In this section I outline the physical context of the Hawthenden Farm before
describing, in brief, the farm’s landforms, vegetation and land use.

2.1 WANAKA AND THE UPPER CLUTHA AREA

Wanaka is a small, picturesque town on the southern shores of Lake Wanaka
in the Upper Clutha area, close to the outlet of the Clutha River which begins
its journey to the east coast through the Upper Clutha Valley. Wanaka is
surrounded by mountains and is the gateway to Mt Aspiring National Park.

The Upper Clutha area is a glaciated landscape, carved out by glaciers
which retreated and advanced a number of times during the Palaeolithic
Period. The landscape that exists today clearly displays a collection of glacial
landforms that tell a clear story of its geological history. The deep, high
volume Clutha River, the turbulent, dam controlled Hawea River and the
smaller, shallower Cardrona River, are the three main rivers of the Upper
Clutha Valley.

Earlier glaciations in the Palaeolthic Period carved U-shape valleys from the
Southern Alps all the way to Cromwell, while later glaciations terminated
at Wanaka, depositing moraine (glacial debris), alluvial outwash and lake
deposits that Wanaka is built on. When the glaciers retreated the steep

sides of the valleys, which were buttressed by the glaciers, were eroded
away by landslides and streams exposing the steep, rough, often rocky
mountain sides that surround the Upper Clutha Valley. Eroded material
was deposited at the base of the mountainsides forming alluvial fans and
colluvium deposits that spread onto the valley floor. The expansive valley
floors of the basin were left as relatively smoother and flatter landscapes
(to be later carved by rivers into terraces) and deepest parts of the basin
became lakes and rivers.

The clear landforms surrounding Wanaka today include two basic
categories of geology: rugged schist mountains and roche mountonee’s
(rocky protrusions that survived being completely eroded by glaciers); and
the ‘valley fill’ composed of terminal and lateral moraine, alluvial outwash
(alluvial fans) and lake deposits which are carved away by glaciers and rivers
to form terraces. A more comprehensive description of the geology of
Wanaka and the Upper Clutha area is provided in the Geology Report1 by 
Steve Leary, which also accompanies the submissions.

Wanaka is built upon glacial deposits on the valley floor beneath Mt Alpha on
the southern shores of Lake Wanaka. Mt Alpha (Hillend Station) dominates
the southwestern backdrop to Wanaka (see Photograph 1 above). The
expansive, terraced, valley floor of the Clutha Valley surrounding Wanaka is

Photograph 1 - View overlooking Wanaka from the top of Mt Iron;
the Mt Alpha range dominates the south-western backdrop to
Wanaka.

2. Subject Site Context and Landscape Description

1 Steve Leary (2015), The Geology of the Hawthenden Farm Area, Southwest Wanaka.
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Photograph E: View from Mt Iron overlooking Wanaka to the Mt Alpha Range with approximate location of 
existing ONL boundary marked as solid white line

Photograph F: View from Mt Iron overlooking Wanaka to the Mt Alpha Range with approximate location of existing 
ONL boundary marked as solid white line and approximate location of proposed ONL boundary marked as a 
dashed white line.

Note: The lines drawn over these photographs are an estimated interpretation of where the ONL lines exist on the ground, 
derived from overlapping Council supplied GIS data on a georeferenced aerial photograph, and interpreting the line in 
relation to actual landscape features visible in this view. Due to perspective, there are locations where the line on the ground 
would be hidden by vegetation and topography, but appear visible here.  These images should be treated as indicative only.
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