












































Nicole McLean as Dandini, Richard Thomas as The King, 
Nicky Busst as Cinderella and Fiona Stephenson as Prince 
Charming at Remarkable Theatre’s Cinderella Pantomine in 

the Park at QT Garden’s on Sunday

7KH�ÀUVW�ELJ�JLJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�DW�*LEEVWRQ�9DOOH\�last Saturday kicked off what will 
be another important major event program for the Wakatipu. The impact such events 
have on the district was evident by the number of over 50 year old rockers hitting 
Queenstown’s bars and night clubs well past their usual bed time on Saturday night. Or 
dusting themselves off with a visit to Arrowtown on Sunday where the parking situation 
meant every verge of every road was being utilised as the town burst at the seams.

Now our attention moves on to something completely different this weekend with the 
Rural Games at Queenstown’s Recreation Ground. And I really do not know quite what 
to make of it. With an events schedule including gum boot throwing, speed milking, 
cherry stone spitting, coal shovelling, gold panning, wood chopping and what will surely 
be the photo opportunity of the year for Queenstown -“the running of the wools”.

At midday on Friday, a few hundred sheep will be let loose in the streets of Queenstown. 
Will they have horns and are we, the public, expected to run with them in a Pamplona 
VW\OH�VWDPSHGH"�,�JXHVV�ZH�ZLOO�¿QG�RXW�RQ�)ULGD\��:KDWHYHU�KDSSHQV��WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
world will see Queenstown can have some fun and let loose because this weekend 
SURPLVHV�WR�EH�*RUH��ZLWK�XSWXUQHG�FROODU��PHHWV�7DLKDSH��GUHVVHG�LQ�ÀDQQHO��1R�URRP�
for stuffy private jet types, unless they like sheep.

%XW�WKH�HYHQW�,¶P�PRVW�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�LV�QRW�HYHQ�RI¿FLDOO\�FRPLQJ�WR�4XHHQVWRZQ��
The Cricket World Cup starts next week and although Queenstown missed out, or in 
my opinion did not try nearly hard enough to secure hosting rights, the fact remains we 
DUH�VHW�WR�EHQH¿W�E\�GHIDXOW��&RPSDUHG�WR�WKH�K\SH�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WKDW�FDPH�ZLWK�
the 2011 Rugby World Cup, this tournament is about to sneak up on New Zealand big 
WLPH��4XHHQVWRZQ�ZLOO�QRW�JHW�WKH�VSRW�OLJKW�DQG�LQWHQVLYH�WKUHH�GD\�LQÀX[�WKDW�JRHV�
with hosting a game. However Christchurch, Nelson and Dunedin are fully booked 
out around the games they are hosting and cricket fans will surely be detouring via 
Queenstown in-between games held in the South Island. 

The worldwide audience numbers are massive, particularly into India but also other 
major tourism markets like England and Australia. And how is Queenstown going to 
get our brand out to the tens of millions? Through golf of course, thanks to some of the 
ELJJHVW�QDPHV�LQ�FULFNHW�FRQ¿UPHG�DV�VWDUWHUV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�=HDODQG�SUR�DP�DW�7KH�+LOOV�
and Millbrook in March. 

Cleverly and strategically held towards the business end of the Cricket World Cup, the 
NZ Golf Open is bound to get the New Zealand tourism machine into top gear with such 
cricketing greats as Sir Ian Botham, Sir Viv Richards, Ricky Ponting, Brian Lara and 
6KDQH�:DUQH�FRQ¿UPHG�DV�VWDUWHUV�LQ�WKH�3UR�$P��,I�WKRVH�QDPHV�PHDQ�QRWKLQJ�WR�\RX��
please do yourself a favour and hit google or simply pack your bags, head to the airport, 
and leave the country for the next six weeks. In the meantime, I have some spitting, 
tossing and chopping practice to do in readiness for a townie challenge to my rural 
countrymen this weekend at the Rural Games. Bring on the sheep.

6FRWW�6WHYHQV
HGLWRU#OZE�FR�Q]

(Photo: Jodi Walters)
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HERE!

See inside back cover for 

our full list of properties 

to rent.
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A Few Showers. 
Little Wind

Partly Cloudy. 
Little Wind

Fine. Little 
Wind

Rain With Not 
Much Wind

JOHN RAVENS WEATHER
Last week John was 90% correct

Few Showers. 
Cool Southwest

Few Showers. 
Cool Southwest

High Cloud. 
Westerlies

The Flooring Fashion Leader
TILES & TIMBER FLOORING

spazioCasa Queenstown

At the Frankton Roundabout  |  Open 6 Days  |  03 451 0215

Finest Flooring, Widest Range, Best Value
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FACEBOOK/WEBSITE COMMENTS

Diabolical Customer Service ASK ME

Editorial - Issue 484
The reason why there are lots of boats in 
Frankton Arm, and so few out in the main lake, 
is because when it cuts up, the main lake can get 
very nasty and dangerous, especially if you are 
in a small boat....

Mr Greeny

Couldnt agree more Scott - bring it on!!
Geoff

The Queenstown we know and love is dying 
in front of us... No longer can we boat, kayak 
and enjoy the Shotover as Ngai Tahu now 
apparently own and control it... No more 
access to Remarks as Nzski have closed access, 
what’s the marina gunna be like in private 
hands... Queenstown belongs to NZ not the 
big money men...
Matthew

This marina is going to be a parking lot for 
rich peoples boats. Guaranteed locals won’t 
be able to afford it, would love to know the 
predicted mooring cost, nor do those that 
already have a passion for boating need it. But 
one things for sure, my fav chill out spot by 
the lake looking at the Remarks will be being 
ripped up by dredgers and will be no more 
soon. Time to fi nd a new spot I guess.
Jason

No idea why we “celebrate” a private project 
that has no intentions to “help” boating but 
to make money and possibly take it overseas. 
Typical blue ribbon.
Dario

In recent weeks one thing that has really surprised me is the 
absolutely terrible customer service I have received in retail 
stores around Queenstown. Shop assistants in stores in 
the last few weeks I have been in, fi rst of all never even bat 
an eyelid at me fi rst off whilst entering and browsing the 
shop, never mind an even small attempt at making yourself 
look interested. A smile and a hello would be nice to 
acknowledge I am here. 

For example, whilst searching for a new bag with 
my girlfriend in one retail store, not one of the three 
employees downstairs acknowledged us or asked us for 
any help. After having to fi nd help by ourselves (to the girl 
standing right next to us making herself look ‘busy’ hanging 
clothes up) we asked if there was a different sized bag 
we were wanting. I was shocked to hear the response 
of just a “No”, which pretty much translated as ‘No and 
I couldn’t care less’. Not a ‘No, I’m sorry, maybe I can 
show you something similar’, just the response and then 
carried on hanging clothes up. Won’t be buying anything 
from here then. 

Or how about the time we were across the road at a main 
rival of the above. I don’t care if it’s 6.55pm and you 
close in 5 minutes pal. I could be a paying customer and 
actually buy something that would make you look a bit 
less of a waste of space and make you look like you’ve 
managed to sell me something. I’m sure your boss would 

want the same. Or what about employees in another retail 
store in town, more bothered about what they look like 
whilst laughing and joking between all of the three of them 
behind the counter, not noticing they have a customer 
waiting to go into the locked changing rooms. It’s ok 
I’ll come and ask myself. Maybe I can join in the very 
important conversation you’re having whilst I’m there. 

All of these may not sound much to some, and I am not 
normally one to complain. However the main thing that 
bothers me is the fact that a lot of people are willing to do 
a lot of things to get a job in Queenstown. Not everyone 
can get one here, it can be pretty hard. I remember the 
struggle myself very well; however thankfully have now had 
employment for 1.5 years here. 

I don’t know much about retail, however I do know I 
could do a damn sight better job than some of you wasters 
currently stealing a living in employment now, and know 
a lot of people out there could do as well. Respect your 
position you are in, not everyone is as lucky as you. This 
is not obviously directed at everyone out there, however 
some of you need to take a step back and realise that 
people could be queuing up for your job outside if it was 
available. 

A Disgruntled Shopper

It’s true, a few tourists get confused by the fi rst roundabout 
they come across when visiting NZ, but for most of us 
they’re an easy and effi cient way to negotiate our way 
around our town. There’s an easy fl ow to them, and a 
nice rhythm without the need for impatient-red, foot-
down-amber, or please-stay-green (!!!) lights. At least this 
is the case in many places in NZ. 

But here in Queenstown this wonderful rhythm of the 
roundabout is upset by the number of pedestrian crossings 
located in close proximity to the roundabout. Countless 
times I’ve seen cars negotiate their way successfully 
through a roundabout only to be stopped half-a-car-length 
into their direction of choice by a pedestrian crossing - it’s 
ludicrous! 

Many times when I’ve witnessed this event, the cars 
following are stopped mid-roundabout, which creates 
some of that mass traffi c frustration town-wide during peak 
times. 

Instead of the notion of traffi c lights, why can’t existing 
pedestrian crossings just be moved a couple of car lengths 
down the street? Or in some cases, why aren’t pedestrians 
prevented from crossing directly at roundabouts (at points 
like outside the i-Site/Station Building) by simply placing 
knee high barriers to channel pedestrians to safer places 
to cross the street either with the aid of zebra lines, or 
without, and leaving traffi c to negotiate the roundabout 
without the added stress of worrying what pedestrians may 
do? 

Sick of Town Planning Stupidity

Response QLDC

It is true that some pedestrian crossings create an 
unnecessary congestion point, and the Council 
is looking at this as well as many other factors that 
infl uence traffi c build ups in central Queenstown. 

However, shifting the location of pedestrian 
crossings will not address the fundamental challenge 

that traffi c volumes are much greater than our current 
roading network can carry. Any long-term solution 
will have to include convincing more people to use 
public transport rather than bringing their cars into 
town.

Cheif Executive Adam Feeley

Have you been boating this summer?

Yes 43%No 57%

Vote now! www.lwb.co.nz 
Do you follow cricket?

In recent weeks one thing that has really surprised me is the 
absolutely terrible customer service I have received in retail 

W INNER

COMMENT ON WHINGES! 
Go to www.lwb.co.nz

Submit your whinge providing your name or nickname to whinge@lwb.co.nz or via our website www.lwb.co.nz and win a $50 voucher from Lone Star

The Rhythm Of The Roundabout

14 Brecon St | ph 03 442 9995 | www.lonestar.co.nz

With this voucher
receive one free kids meal

per adult main meal
before 7pm

conditions apply/not valid with other promo/ expires feb 28th 2015


