
Freedom Camping Policy

Adopted – Council 17 December 2010

See following page for policy.
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Goal 1

Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

1.1 Web page
Up to date information is maintained on 
QLDC’s webpage including camping rules, 
location of all camp sites, maps of dump 
stations and links to Department of 
conservation campsites, commercial 
camp sites and www.camping.org.nz

Encourage other local and national visitor 
related websites to link to QLDC visitor 
webpage.

QLDC To provide information 
to hire companies and 
visitors prior to their 
visit.

No direct cost 
– existing staff 
resources

Completed 
(and on-
going as 
new 
information 
becomes 
available)

QLDC 
information 
strategy.

NZFCF

1.2 Printed material
Revise QLDC Freedom camping brochure 
to align with this strategy and improve 
distribution including via i-site, service 
stations and rental companies.

QLDC To provide information 
to visitors when they 
arrive in the District.

$10,000 plus 
$5000 p.a. in 
printing/distrib
ution

July 2011 QLDC 
information 
strategy



P a g e 10

Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

1.3 Visitor Information Outlets
Provide annual briefing and information 
sessions for information centres, service 
stations and community associations.

QLDC To ensure locals provide 
a clear and consistent 
message to visitors 
about freedom camping 
opportunities and rules.

No direct cost 
– within 
existing 
budgets.

October 
each year 
and as 
required

i-site, DOC 

Community 
Associations

1.4 Information Kiosks
Provide information kiosks at key entry 
points to district describing camping 
opportunities and rules including 
consequences of not complying.

QLDC To provide information 
to visitors when they 
arrive in the District and 
provide fair warning of 
fines for illegal camping.

$50,000 plus 
maintenance. 
Funding for 
entrance signs 
in LTCCP

July 2011 NZ 
Transport 
Agency

QLDC 
Entrances 
Project
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

1.5 No Camping signs
Incorporate the no camping message in 
parks and reserve signs where required 
but limit and rationalise individual “No 
camping signs” to key trouble areas and 
limit sign numbers to minimum required.

Adopt the NZ Transport Agency
“No Camping” sign and include a 

supplementary message showing fine for 
non-compliance.

QLDC There is no evidence that 
“No Camping” signs are 
effective (See Appendix 
2) and their presence 
detracts from the 
amenity of the district. 
They are expensive to 
maintain.

To provide fair warning 
of fines for illegal 
camping.

No direct cost 
– within 
existing 
budgets.

$500 per new 
sign plus 
annual 
maintenance

On-going QLDC sign 
policy
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

2.1 Carry-in, carry-out
Promote via all information channels (1.1 
– 1.5 above) a “carry-in, carry-out” 
philosophy for all reserves and areas 
outside the town centres.

QLDC To minimise the cost on 
the community of 
rubbish collection in 
remote areas.

No direct cost 
– existing staff 
resources

On-going QLDC Waste 
Mgmt 
Strategy

2.2 Rubbish Disposal
Provide and promote rubbish disposal 
and recycling options for visitors at rural 
collection points and transfer stations via 
the ‘on the road recycling” initiative 
being developed by Wanaka 
Wastebusters for QLDC.

QLDC
Wanaka 
Waste 
Busters

To provide a way for 
visitors to dispose of 
rubbish correctly and to 
share the cost of waste 
disposal.

Within existing 
budgets

On-going QLDC Waste 
Mgmt 
Strategy

2.3 Waste Dump Stations
Improve the visibility and presentation of 
existing dump stations and build new 
public dump stations in Lake Hawea, 
Albert Town and Frankton

QLDC To ensure self 
contained campervans 
have ready access to 
waste disposal facilities

$50,000
budget 
included in 
10/11 Annual 
Plan

June 2011 QLDC Waste 
Mgmt 
Strategy

NZ 
Transport 
Agency
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

happen?

Linkages

3.1 Permit freedom camping for self 
contained vehicles in remote areas
In consultation with local communities, 
identify places (see Appendix 1) where 
visitors with self-contained vehicles can 
continue to freedom camp.

QLDC
DoC

NZ 
Trans-
port 
Agency

To recognise that 
freedom camping is a 
positive contributor to 
our economy and 
visitors’ experience of 
our district.

To accept that freedom 
camping is likely to 
continue in remote 
areas, patrolling is 
largely impractical and 
that if campers are 
responsible (including 
using self containment 
facilities) that effects on 
environment are 
minimal.

No direct cost 
– existing staff 
resources

On-going Community 
Associations

Community 
Plans

NZ Transport 
Agency

DoC

ORC
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

happen?

Linkages

3.2 Prevent freedom camping in undesirable 
locations
In consultation with road controlling 
authorities and local communities 
identify ‘hot-spots’ where freedom 
camping should be prevented for road 
safety or environmental reasons by 
physical modifications to location to 
prevent vehicle access

QLDC

Land 
Trans-
port 
Agency

To prevent camping in 
unsafe locations or 
where the environment 
is suffering from the 
effects of poor camping 
practices.

Unknown -
Subject to 
individual site 
assessments 
and specific 
requirements

On-going LTCCP
DoC

3.3 Reserve management plans
Include policies on freedom camping in 
reserve management plans to reflect 
community views.

QLDC To provide local decision 
making on use or 
restriction of reserves for 
freedom camping

No direct cost On-going Reserve 
Management 
Plans

3.4 Monitor hot-spots
Undertake six monthly monitoring and 
clean-ups of informal campsites to 
identify new ‘hot-spots’ and assess
condition and compliance on freedom 
camping areas.

Report outcomes of monitoring to 
Council annually

QLDC To ensure environment 
and road safety is not 
being compromised by 
effects of freedom 
camping

To keep Council and 
Community appraised of 
freedom camping issue

Monitoring 
within existing 
staff resource.

Clean up costs 
$5000 per 
annum 
unbudgeted.

October 
and March 
each year

LTCCP
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Goal 4 ' -

Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

4.1 With the assistance of Local Government 
New Zealand and the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, pass a new Bylaw (or an 
amendment to the Control Of Activities 
And Obstructions In Public Places Bylaw 
2010) that prohibits freedom camping 
within town centres and anywhere 
unless the vehicle is self contained and 
enables infringement notices to be 
issued for non compliance.

QLDC 
and LE

Current Traffic and 
Parking Bylaw is 
ineffective. Central 
government needs to 
pass a regulation in 
accordance with section 
259 of the Local 
Government Act 2002 to 
enable infringement 
notices to be issued.

$5000 legal 
costs

May 2011 Control Of 
Activities 
And 
Obstruction
s In Public 
Places 
Bylaw 
2010)
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

4.2 Move from an advisory approach to 
enforcement approach
Once an appropriate regulation and 
bylaw is in place and the bylaw is 
communicated via signs and other 
channels move to issuing infringement 
notices to campers in town centres, 
residential areas and other places where 
camping is not permitted.

Raise infringement notice penalties from 
$40 to $100 or such other figure as 
prescribed in the regulation and QLDC 
bylaw.

Seek Central Government support for 
increased powers to recover fines 
incurred by overseas visitors.

QLDC
and LE

An advisory approach is 
not effective in 
preventing freedom 
camping in undesirable 
places and is costly for 
the community.
(Currently $73,000 p.a)

Enforcement via 
infringement notices will 
recover the cost of 
compliance from those 
who don’t follow the 
rule

Currently there is 
difficulty recovering fines 
incurred by overseas 
visitors

$90,000 p.a. 
gross cost with 
expectation 
that large 
portion of this 
will be 
recovered

July 2011 LTCCP
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

4.3 Empower field staff and local 
communities to monitor remote sites 
and parks
Provide a delegation to suitable staff and 
community ‘wardens’ to issue 
infringement notices for camping in 
prohibited areas or without self 
containment in permitted areas.

QLDC 
and LE

To extend reach of 
compliance beyond town 
centres by using suitable 
community volunteers 
and other field based 
Council staff 

Allowance of 
$5000 for 
warden 
training and 
certification

July 2011 Control Of 
Activities 
And 
Obstruction
s In Public 
Places 
Bylaw 
2010) 

Reserves 
Act 1977

Local Gov 
Act.

4.4 Take a hard line on littering and 
dumping human waste
Where evidence exists of littering or 
dumping of human waste or grey-water, 
use the Litter Act, Reserves Act 1977 or 
Resource Management Act to pursue a 
prosecution.

Publicise successful prosecutions. 

QLDC 
and LE

To encourage 
compliance with 
environmental objectives 
and publicise non-
compliance to raise 
public awareness

Including in 
existing LE 
budgets

On going Litter Act

Reserves 
Act 1977

Local Gov 
Act.
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

5.1 Continue involvement with the New 
Zealand Freedom Camping Forum

QLDC To maintain effective 
links with industry and 
freedom camping 
interests to obtain best 
practice and 
communicate local 
community views on 
Freedom camping

$500 p.a
within existing 
budgets

Ongoing LTCCP
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

5.2 Maintain liaison with Local Government 
New Zealand and South Island Councils
and Department of Conservation 

QLDC To share information on 
emerging issues and 
successful strategies.  

To provide consistency in 
policy and approach 
across local authority 
boundaries while 
respecting local needs 
and community views.

To better plan for 
freedom camping 
management across the 
district, through closer 
liaison with DOC.

No direct cost Ongoing LTCCP

5.3 Maintain liaison with local interests
Ensure effective communication with 
local holiday park operators, local 
communities, police etc over emerging 
issues and effectiveness of this strategy.

QLDC To ensure effectiveness 
of strategy and consider 
emerging issues.

No direct cost On going Community 
associations

NZTA
DoC
ORC etc
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Ref Action

this?
cost?

Linkages

6.1 Implement QLDC Camping Ground 
Strategy
Implement development of Council 
owned campgrounds that provide a low 
cost camping option such as Glendhu Bay
and  Albert Town 

QLDC To provide affordable 
alternatives to freedom 
camping.

Subject to 
location and 
specific annual 
plan processes

Ongoing LTCCP

6.2 Consider opportunities for additional 
facilities
Review opportunities for low impact, 
small scale self registration camps on 
Council administered land in association 
with local communities

Encourage DoC to maintain and develop 
self registration campsites and low-cost 
camping options

QLDC To ensure there is a 
range of low cost and 
environmentally 
acceptable campsites 
with basic facilities like 
toilets and running 
water.

Subject to site 
assessment 
and individual 
requirements

2011 Community 
Plans

Reserve 
Mgmt plans



P a g e 22

- –

Description Rubbish
found

Camp-
fire 
evident

Human 
waste

No 
camping 
signs

Safe 
access 
from 
road

Public 
toilets 
on site

Glenorchy Road, waterfront car park • • •

Glenorchy Road, car park area near waterfall • • •

Glenorchy Road, waterfront, main use for boat access to Pig/Pigeon Island • •

Glenorchy Road, waterfront, main use for kite surfing/boat access • •

Glenorchy Road, Little Paradise vil lage waterfront • •

Glenorchy Road, small tracks off main road, view of lake and road • •

Sunshine Bay boat ramp, waterfront area • • •

Kawarau Gorge, Roaring Meg car park • •

Kawarau Gorge, Mad Dog access point • • • • •

Kawarau River, near Mad Dog access point • •

Kawarau River, kayaking access point • • • •

Kawarau River SH6 •
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Description Rubbish
found

Camp-
fire 
evident

Human 
waste

No 
camping 
signs

Safe 
access 
from 
road

Public 
toilets 
on site

Kawarau River SH6, open car park • •

Kingston Road, Remarkables ski field car park • •

Kingston Road, waterfront, picnic area, bins • • • •

Kingston Recreation Reserve • • • • •

Kingston Road • •

Kingston Road • • •

Kingston Road • • • • •

Wye Creek • • • •

Lake Hayes walking track car park • • •

Shotover Bridge carpark • • • •

Glendhu Bay Road, small grassed area • •

Glendhu Bay Road, car park near boat ramp, Mt Aspiring viewpoint • •

Wanaka waterfront • • • •

Lake Hawea waterfront • • • •
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Description Rubbish
found

Camp-
fire 
evident

Human 
waste

No 
camping 
signs

Safe 
access 
from 
road

Public 
toilets 
on site

Lake Hawea boat ramp, Treble Cone turnoff • • • •

Lake Hawea waterfront • • •

Lake Hawea waterfront • • •

Albert Town recreation reserve • •

Lake Hayes pavil ion picnic area • •

Lake Hayes waterfront • • •

Arrowtown Butler Green car park • • • •

Arrowtown car park • • • •

Coronet Peak car park • •

Arthur's Point Tavern car park • •

Fernhill  roundabout • • • •

One Mile powerhouse car park • • •

Frankton beach front • • • •

Waterfall  Creek • • • • •
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Description Rubbish
found

Camp-
fire 
evident

Human 
waste

No 
camping 
signs

Safe 
access 
from 
road

Public 
toilets 
on site

Cardrona Ski field car park • •

Cardrona Pub car park • •

Cardrona Road gravel pit • • • •

Cardrona Road roadside • •

Cardrona Road roadside •

Crown Range Road • •

Crown Range Road •

Crown Range Road • •

Crown Range Road • •

Crown Range Road •

Totals 98% 30% 16% 28% 84% 24%
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c sign

Rules

R6-40 No camping
No camping at any time in the area designated by the sign.
Shape and Size: Rectangle 600 x 800mm
Background: White (R)
Border: Red (R) 30mm
Legend:

Description Colour Size



P a g e 28

“circle” with Red (R) diameter 400mm 
border 40mm

“diagonal bar”
superimposed on

Red (R) bar 30mm wide 

“symbol A20-S5” 
(symbol of tent
above a caravan)
above

Black 240 x 300mm

“NO” Red (R) 50/7.7
“CAMPING” Red (R) 50/7.7

Camping

–

period

– 7am.

eight
four four

Results

Date No Sign No Camping
Sign in place

Tuesday, 27 January 2009 20

Wednesday, 28 January 2009 16

Thursday, 29 January 2009 24

Friday, 30 January 2009 20

Saturday, 31 January 2009 21

Sunday, 1 February 2009 25

Monday, 2 February 2009 26

Tuesday, 3 February 2009 25

Wednesday, 4 February 2009 23

Thursday, 5 February 2009 24

Friday, 6 February 2009 25

Saturday, 7 February 2009 16

Sunday, 8 February 2009 11

Monday, 9 February 2009 13

Tuesday, 10 February 2009 7
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Date No Sign No Camping
Sign in place

Wednesday, 11 February 2009 5

Thursday, 12 February 2009 10

Friday, 13 February 2009 5

Saturday, 14 February 2009 5

Sunday, 15 February 2009 11

Monday, 16 February 2009 12

Tuesday, 17 February 2009 7

Wednesday, 18 February 2009 8

Thursday, 19 February 2009 6

Friday, 20 February 2009 8

Saturday, 21 February 2009 11

Sunday, 22 February 2009 7

Monday, 23 February 2009 16

Tuesday, 24 February 2009 9

Wednesday, 25 February 2009 6

Thursday, 26 February 2009 5

Friday, 27 February 2009 5

Saturday, 28 February 2009 8

Sunday, 1 March 2009 13

Monday, 2 March 2009 12

Tuesday, 3 March 2009 12

Wednesday, 4 March 2009 6

Date No Sign No Camping
Sign in place

Thursday, 5 March 2009 8

Friday, 6 March 2009 11

Saturday, 7 March 2009 9

Sunday, 8 March 2009 12

Monday, 9 March 2009 11

Tuesday, 10 March 2009 10

Wednesday, 11 March 2009 8

Thursday, 12 March 2009 6

Friday, 13 March 2009 2

Saturday, 14 March 2009 4

Sunday, 15 March 2009 18

Monday, 16 March 2009 8

Tuesday, 17 March 2009 10

Wednesday, 18 March 2009 26

Thursday, 19 March 2009 12

Friday, 20 March 2009 1

Saturday, 21 March 2009 9

Sunday, 22 March 2009 6

Monday, 23 March 2009 8

Total Campers 321 341

Average Campers per night 11.46 12.18
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Conclusions

four
341
four

11.46 12.18

Pa
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