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Objection to Classification as Menacing Dog: Charlie 
(registration 175206) 
 
Officer recommending report  
 
Attachment A: Dangerous Classification dated 6 December 2017 
 
Attachment B: Objection to Classification from Mr Barfoote dated 18 
December 2017 
 
Attachment C: Emailed assessment of Charlie from Mary Chaffey, 
K9Mana Behaviour Consultant dated 24 November 2017 
 
Attachment D: Photo of the wound (Mudge) received (victim)  
 
Attachment E: Copy of Vet’s Bill  

   

 



 

 

Dog Control Committee 

15 February 2018 

Department: 

Finance and Regulatory  

 

Objection to Menacing Dog Classification 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the report is to determine an objection to the classification of Charlie as a 
Menacing Dog. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Dog Control Committee uphold the Menacing Dog classification of Charlie, 
registration 175206.   
 
Prepared by: Ashlin Woodley 
 

 
 
Animal Control Officer 
 
31/01/2018 

 

Background 

1 On 6 December 2017, the Queenstown Lakes District Council classified Charlie under 
Section 33A of the Dog Control Act 1996 following aggressive behaviour exhibited 
towards another dog on 20 November 2017. 
 

2 Charlie is registered as a de-sexed male Jack Russell cross, owner Jason Barfoote. 
 

3 On 18 December 2017 an objection to the classification was received from  
Mr Barfoote. 
 

The circumstances regarding the classification are:  
 
4 On 20 November 2017 at 08:40am, Charlie attacked a female Maltese cross named 

Mudge (Animal ID 53481). 
 
5 The attack took place on York Street, near the corner of Hallenstein Street, 

Queenstown and opposite the property Charlie is kept at. 
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6 Charlie attacked Mudge in an unprovoked manner, resulting in a wound at the base of 
Mudge’s tail. Mudge was being walked on-leash at the time of attack. Vet treatment 
was sought for Mudge’s injury.  

7 At the time of attack, Charlie was on-leash however he broke his collar in his pursuit 
to attack the other dog, demonstrating considerable effort in accessing the other dog 
in order to attack.  

8 From interviews conducted with Charlie’s owners, it was determined that Charlie had 
previously demonstrated similar aggression towards other dogs. It was also 
determined that training had been sought with Mary Chaffey, a canine behaviourist, 
as a result of this aggression. 

9 A written assessment was received from Mary Chaffey confirming Charlie’s history of 
aggression, and the likelihood of another offence occurring again in the future. Ms 
Chaffey recommended that Charlie must be muzzled in public.  

10 After regarding the incident, the reported history of Charlie’s aggression and likelihood 
of a repeat offence, it was considered that Charlie may pose a threat to other 
domestic dogs and Charlie was classified as a Menacing Dog.    

Classification 

11 The Dog Control Act 1996 provides the Territorial Authority with the ability to classify a 
dog as Menacing under the following criteria: 
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12 Following a Menacing Dog classification, the effects of the classifications are: 

13 The Council is not aware of any further incidents involving Charlie following the 
classification. 

Objection 

14 On 18 December 2017, an objection to the classification was received from 
Mr Barfoote in accordance with the Dog Control Act 1996.   

15 Following the initial objection, Mr Barfoote has not provided any further information in 
support of the objection.  

Discussion 

16 Following receipt of the objection to the Menacing Dog classification, the classification 
and its effect have been further considered. 

17 The Menacing Dog classification sets out requirements which must be adhered to, 
which would aid in preventing an attack happening in the future. 

18 The key requirements of the classification are: 

 Not to allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private
way, other than when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without
being muzzled in such a manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to
allow it to breathe and drink without obstruction.

 To produce to the Queenstown Lakes District Council, within one month after
receipt of this notice, a certificate issued by a registered veterinary surgeon
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and certifying that the dog is or has been neutered. 
 

19 In this instance it is understood Charlie has already been neutered. 
 

20 The aggressive behaviour by Charlie on 20 November 2017 has demonstrated the 
potential risk posed by this dog. Requiring Charlie to be muzzled while in a public 
place provides some mitigation to the risk of an attack. 

 
21 No evidence has been supplied in support of the objection. 
 
Options 

 
22 In considering any objection to a dog classified as Menacing, the territorial authority 

shall have regard to the following matters: 
 
i) The evidence which formed the basis for the original classification; and 
ii) Any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons and 

animals; and 
iii) The matters relied on in support of the objection; and 
iv) Any other relevant matters. 
 

23 The territorial authority may either uphold or rescind the classification. 
 

Attachments 

 
Attachment A – Menacing Dog Classification – dated 6 December 2017 
Attachment B – Objection to Classification from Mr Barfoote - dated 18 December 2018 
Attachment C – Emailed assessment of Charlie from Mary Chaffey, K9Mana Behaviour                  
Consultant dated 24 November 2017 
Attachment D – Photo of the wound Mudge received (Victim) 
Attachment E – Copy of Vet Bill  
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Attachment A – Menacing Dog Classification (6 December 2017} 
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Attachment B – Objection to Classification from Mr Barfoote 
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Attachment C – Emailed assessment of Charlie from Mary Chaffey, K9Mana Behaviour                
Consultant dated 24 November 2017 
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Attachment D – Photo of wound Mudge received (Victim) 
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Attachment E – Copy of Vet Bill  
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