
 
 
Differential Matters Used to Define Categories of Rateable Land 
 
Where Council’s propose to assess rates on a differential basis they are limited to the list of matters specified in Schedule Two of 
the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. Council is required to state which matters will be used for what purpose, and the category 
or categories of any differentials. 
 
Differentials by Land Use 
 
The categories are: 
 
1. Residential 

All rating units which are used exclusively or principally for residential purposes, but excluding properties categorised as 
pursuant to clause 8 (Primary Industry), clause 9 (Country Dwelling) or to clause 11 (Mixed Use Apportioned). 
 

2. Hydro Electric Power 
All rating units on which there are structures used exclusively or principally for, or in connection with, the generation of hydro-
electric power, including structures used to control the flow of water to other structures used for generating hydro-electric 
power 
 

3. Vacant Sections 
All rating units which are vacant properties and suitable for development. 
 

4. Accommodation 
All rating units used exclusively or principally for the accommodation of paying guests on a short term basis (nightly, weekly or 
for periods up to a month) including hotels, motels, houses and flats used for such purposes, commercial time share units, 
managed apartments, bed and breakfast properties, motor camps and home stay properties; but excluding properties 
categorised as pursuant to clause 11 (Mixed Use Apportioned) or clause 5 (CBD Accommodation). 

 
5. CBD Accommodation 

All rating units used exclusively or principally for the accommodation of paying guests on a short term basis including hotels, 
motels, houses and flats used for such purposes, commercial time share units, managed apartments, bed and breakfast 
properties, motor camps and home stay properties located within the Town Centre Zones contained in the Queenstown Lakes 
District Council’s District Plan as at 1 July of the current rating year; but excluding properties categorised as pursuant to clause 
11 (Mixed Use Apportioned). 
 

6. Commercial 
All rating units used exclusively or principally for commercial activities including industrial, retail, transport, utility services, 
storage, recreation and tourist operations, offices, or rest homes; but excluding properties categorised as Hydro-Electric 
Power, Accommodation, CBD Accommodation, Primary Industry, or pursuant to clause 11  (Mixed Use Apportioned) or clause 
7 (CBD Commercial). 

 
7. CBD Commercial 

All rating units used exclusively or principally for commercial activities including industrial, retail, transport, utility services, 
storage, recreation and tourist operations, offices, or rest homes located within the Town Centre Zones contained in the 
Queenstown Lakes District Council’s District Plan as at 1 July of the current rating year; but excluding properties categorised 
as CBD Accommodation or pursuant to clause 11 (Mixed Use Apportioned). 
 

8. Primary Industry 
All rating units: 
Used exclusively or principally for agricultural or horticultural purposes including dairying, stock fattening, arable farming, 

sheep, market gardens, vineyards, orchards, specialist livestock, forestry or other similar uses, or 
Which are ten hectares or more in area and located in any of the Rural or Special Zones contained in the Queenstown Lakes 

District Council’s District Plan as at 1 July of the current rating year. 
 

9. Country Dwelling 
All rating units of less than 10 hectares, located in any of the Rural Zones (except for the land zoned as Rural Residential north 
of Wanaka township in the vicinity of Beacon Point Road bounded by the low density residential zone to the south, Penrith 
Park zone to the north and Peninsula Bay to the east and the land zoned as Rural General off Mt Iron Drive comprising of 
Liverpool Way; Cascade Drive; Bevan Place and Islington Place) or Special Zones (excluding Penrith Park; Remarkables Park; 
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Quail Rise; Woodbury Park; Lake Hayes Estate; Shotover Country; Jacks Point; Peninsula Bay; and Meadow Park) as shown 
in the Queenstown Lakes District Council’s District Plan, which are used exclusively for Residential purposes. 
 

10. Other 
Any rating unit not classified under any of the other categories. 
 

11. Utlities 
All rating units used exclusively or principally for network utility services including water supply, wastewater, stormwater, 
electicity, gas & telecommunications. 

12. Mixed Use Apportioned 
All rating units which are used in part, but not exclusively, for residential purposes, and in part, but not principally, for 
commercial or accommodation purposes.  Usage in part may be determined by: 
 
a. The physical portion of the rating unit used for the purpose, or 
b. The amount of time (on an annual basis) that the rating unit is used for the purpose. 

 
Note: the Mixed Use Apportioned classification will not be applied to residential rating units used for accommodation purposes for a 
single period of up to 28 consecutive days in any rating year. 
 
These categories are used to differentiate the following rates:  
 
general rate, targeted rates: sports halls & libraries charge; governance rate; regulatory rate; recreation & events rate; governance 

& regulatory charge; recreation & events charge;  roading rate; stormwater rate; tourism promotion rates; waste management 
charge; aquatic centre charge; water supply rates. 

 
 
Targeted Rates Based on Location 
 
The categories are:   
 
1. Location within the Wanaka ward. 
2. Location within the Queenstown/Wakatipu ward or the Arrowtown ward. 
 
These categories are used to differentiate the following targeted rates:  
 
 roading rate; stormwater rate; tourism promotion rates; aquatic centre charge. 
 

Targeted Rates Based on Availability of Service 
 
The categories are:   
 
1. Connected 

Any rating unit that is connected to a Council operated water scheme or is connected to a public sewerage drain. 
 

2. Serviceable 
Any rating unit within the area of service that is not connected to a Council operated water scheme but is within 100 metres of 
any part of the waterworks and to which water can be supplied.  Any rating unit within the area of service, that is not connected 
to a public sewerage drain, but is within 30 metres of such a drain, and is capable of being connected.  

 
These categories are used to differentiate the following targeted rates:  
 
 water supply rates, water scheme loan rates, sewerage rates, sewerage scheme loan rates. 
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Definition of “Separately Used or Inhabited Parts of a Rating Unit” 
 
Where rates are calculated on each separately used or inhabited part of a rating unit, the following definition will apply: 
 
The basis of a unit of occupancy is that which can be separately let and permanently occupied.  For the purpose of this charge, 
where the occupancy is an accessory one or is ancillary to another property or part thereof no separately used part exists.  For 
example: 
 
 Not separately used parts of a rating unit: 
 

- A residential sleep-out or granny flat without independent kitchen facilities.  
- A hotel room with or without kitchen facilities. 
- Motel rooms with or without kitchen facilities. 
- Individual storage garages/sheds/partitioned areas of a warehouse. 
- Individual offices/premises of partners in a partnership. 
 

 These are separately used parts of a rating unit: 
- Flats/apartments. 
- Flats which share kitchen/bathroom facilities. 
- Separately leased commercial areas even though they may share a reception. 
- Rooms in a residential hostel with a common kitchen. 
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