
 

 

District Rural 

General 

Zone 

Equivalent 

PERMITTED CONTROLLED RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONA

RY 

DISCRETIONARY NON-

COMPLYING 

PROHIBITED Relevant Policies Relevant Objectives 

Far North 

District 

Council 

Rural 

Production 

Zone 

Helicopter landing areas 

and fixed wing airstrips 

that meet the noise limits 

and (for helicopter landing 

areas) a 200m setback 

from the nearest 

boundary of any 

Residential, Coastal 

residential, Russell 

Township or Point 

Veronica Zones pursuant 

to Rule 8.6.5.1(a) and (b) 

N/A Informal 

airports that 

fail to meet 

the Permitted 

Activity noise 

rule 8.6.5.1.7 

Helicopter 

Landing Areas 

that fail the noise 

standards in the 

plan pursuant to 

Rule 8.6.5.4 (a) 

and (c) and which 

are within the 

200m setback 

from the nearest 

boundary of any 

Residential, 

Coastal 

residential, 

Russell Township 

or Point Veronica 

Zones pursuant to 

Rule 8.6.5.4.3 

N/A N/A 8.4.2 That activities be allowed to establish within 

the rural environment to the extent that any 

adverse 

effects of these activities are able to be avoided, 

remedied or mitigated and as a result the life 

Supporting capacity of soils and ecosystems is 

safeguarded. 

8.3.6 To avoid actual and potential conflicts between land 

use activities in the rural environment. 

 

8.3.7 To promote the amenity values of the rural 

environment. 

Westland 

District 

Council 

Rural 

Policy Unit 

N/A N/A N/A Discretionary 

Activity pursuant 

to Rule 6.5(d) for 

Helipads and 

other similar 

leisure activities. 

 

 

N/A N/A Policy 4.4 - Amenity (A).The effects of activities 

which can have significant adverse effects on 

amenities and the well-being of residents shall 

generally be avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

 

3.2.1 To establish levels of environmental quality for 

Westland which enable people and communities to provide 

for their social, economic and cultural wellbeing, while 

meeting the principles of sustainable management of natural 

and physical resources. 

 

 

 

Western 

Bay Of 

Plenty 

District 

Council 

Rural G 

Zone 

N/A N/A N/A N/A Non-Complying 

Activity for any 

activity not 

defined in the 

activity lists in 

the Proposed 

District Plan 

pursuant to Rule 

4A1.4 

N/A 4A.1.3 Policy 

The adverse effects of activities not specifically 

provided for in the District Plan should not be of an 

unanticipated nature and scale nor should such 

activities either individually or cumulatively create 

the potential for the integrity of the District Plan to 

be undermined. 

 

16.2.2 

10. Activities with a functional or other legitimate 

need for a rural location should not be established 

in rural areas unless they are able to be 

undertaken without constraining the lawful 

operation of productive rural land uses which are 

carried out in accordance with accepted 

management practices. 

4A.1.2 Objective 

The avoidance and/or minimisation of the likely adverse 

effects on the environment and on District Plan integrity 

arising from activities not specifically provided for in the 

District Plan. 

 

16.2.1 

2. Appropriate provision for activities not directly based on 

primary production but which have a functional or other 

legitimate need for a rural location. 

Southland 

District 

Council  

Rural 

Resource 

Area 

Airstrips associated with 

normal rural land 

management. 

N/A N/A Discretionary 

Activity pursuant 

to Rule TRAN.11 

Commercial 

Airports 

N/A N/A Policy RU.7  

To mitigate or avoid the adverse effects activities 

have on the amenity value of the rural 

environment. 

 

Policy RU.9 

To avoid the adverse effect of noise in the rural 

area. 

 

Policy TRAN.3 - Transportation Projects 

Objective RU.4 

To maintain where practicable and efficient, the amenity 

values of the rural environment. 

 

Objective TRAN.4 

To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of 

transportation activities on the environment, while enabling 

the continual development and upgrading of the 

transportation network. 



 

 

To make appropriate provision in the District Plan 

for the development of the transportation network 

while minimising adverse effects of these activities. 

 

 

Mackenzie 

District 

Council 

Rural Zone Take-off and landing of 

Aircraft for emergencies, 

fire fighting, farming, 

residential or non-

commercial recreational 

purposes, management 

purposes on DOC Estate 

and activities of the NZ 

Defence  Force pursuant 

to Rule 14.1.1.1, Aircraft 

landings for commercial 

recreation within Public 

Conservation Land 

pursuant to Rule 14.1.2 

and infrequent landing 

sites for commercial 

aviation provided that no 

more than 5 excursions 

occur per property per 

week pursuant to Rule 

14.1.3 

Aviation 

Activities at 

Aviation Sites 

(Rotary Wing 

Aircraft only) 

pursuant to 

Rule 14.2.1 

N/A Landing sites that 

do not comply 

with the 

standards for 

controlled 

activities, for 

commercial 

aviation other 

than within public 

conservation land 

and which is not 

provided for as a 

Permitted, 

Controlled or 

Discretionary 

Activity pursuant 

to Rule 14.3.2 and 

14.3.3 

N/A N/A Rural Policy 6D - General Amenity Controls 

To encourage and/or control activities to be 

undertaken in a way which avoids, remedies or 

mitigates adverse effects on the amenities and 

physical environment of rural areas. 

 

Rural Policy 9A - Commercial Aviation Operations 

To control aviation operations and aircraft landing 

facilities to enable public safety and 

economic use of facilities to be taken into account 

by: 

• recognising and providing for existing 

commercial airfields 

• specifying landing areas for helicopter operations 

• providing for snow landings as a discretionary 

activity 

 

 

Rural Objective 6 - Rural Amenity And Environmental 

Quality 

A level of rural amenity which is consistent with the range of 

activities anticipated in rural areas, but which does not create 

unacceptably unpleasant living or working conditions for the 

District's residents or visitors, nor a significant deterioration 

of the quality of the general rural and physical environment. 

 

 

Rural Objective 9 - Public Safety And Aviation 

Aircraft operations, which are potentially dangerous, 

undertaken in a way which ensures a high level of public 

safety. 
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